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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, July 10th, the Wright Flyers held the 
monthly membership meeting at the Montissippi Park 
Field. This was the third meeting of the season held at 
the field. 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:07 PM by 
president Garth Landefeld. There were 4 officers, 3 
members and a guest (Jim Berg, a one time member in 
the club's early years) present. 
 A motion to approve the June meeting minutes as 
published in the July newsletter was made, seconded 
and affirmed by voice vote.
 There was no treasury report available.
 Garth Landefeld reported that no more roofing 
replacement quotes have yet been obtained for the 
shelter at the field
 There was a reminder that the club is having a 
picnic fly on Saturday, July 21st. Bring what you want 
to grill for you and your guests. Garth will supply 
grills, plates and eating utensils along with beverages 
courtesy of the club. Deserts and side dishes to pass 
are encouraged.
 The next club event is a fun fly picnic on August 
25th. The club will supply the food and Garth will try 
to construct a few competition events to award prizes 
from vendor donations.
 A Fall club float fly will be scheduled for September 
with more details at the next club meeting in August.
 The field weather station was again working as of 
last weekend. Tom Springer was not at the meeting to 
report on expected reliability and progress of video 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, August 14th, 

2012. It will be held at the Montissippi 
Flying Field.

surveillance capability.
 Jeff Nelson brought along a youngster, Ethan Fitch, 
to begin to teach him to fly on a ParkZone electric 
Cub.
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM.

Post Meeting Flying
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Actually, there was as much pre-meeting flying as 
post with the beautiful weather during the afternoon 
and evening. Most of the usual suspects were doing the 
flying which for the most part is the club officers. It 
was probably the best weather and longest daylight that 
we could have had for a meeting night of  flying.

Upcoming Events
WFRC Club Fun Fly Picnic - On Saturday, August 
25th, our club will host another in a series of summer 
events that is open to the public (with AMA for flying). 
Setup and practice flying commence at 10 AM. A free 
lunch will be served at noon. Then there will be three 
or four fun fly type “tasks” for any type of plane 
(electric or glow) and prizes will be awarded based on 
the performance of the pilot or team as assigned by 
the contest director.
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ACRC Electric Fly - The Anoka County club is 
having their annual open field flying for electric 
aircraft on Saturday, September 8th. AMA is required 
to fly at their field. The event usually includes lunch.
Maple Lake Pork Chop Dinner  - EAA Chapter 
#878 is putting on their annual dinner at the Maple 
Lake Airport on Sunday, September 9th. Along with 
the garden variety general aviation aircraft that fly in, 
there is always a good selection of home built and 
military/antique aircraft to check out. Our WFRC 
Club will have a display at the hanger with a booth for 
disseminating RC flying information to the public in 
attendance. The planes will start flying in before 11 
AM and the dinner runs from 11:30 AM to as late as 
2:00 PM. There will be airplane rides available.

WFRC Club July Picnic Fly
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Saturday, July 21th, the club had a get together 
that included club members and their families at the 
Montissippi Park Field. The event was hosted by 
Garth Landefeld. Early morning rain made for a little 
later start than desired but unless you were crazy 
enough to check you maximum altitude capability with 
Joel Dirnberger's GPS data logger, you could easily 
stay out of the late morning low  cloud deck.

 Garth had grills set up and everything needed to 
cook your main course spread out under the shelter on 
the picnic tables. He had all the appropriate 
condiments and beverages as well. There were at least 
a half dozen side dishes and deserts brought by 
attendees and Garth even had some hot dogs to grill 
for anyone who showed up without enough food. 
Mark Shobe and his sons came out to become a 
member of the club and fly, getting a complementary 
lunch thrown in as well. With the rest of the club 

members and their family, we had at least 16 people at 
the picnic. With the exception of the lunch break there 
were always a few fliers in the air throughout the day. 
The weather was great with no real wind and enough 
clouds to keep anyone from getting overly warm or 
sun burned.
 The casual dinning and flying made for a relaxing 
day of club socializing. Thanks to Garth for hosting 
the event, all those who brought food to share and 
helped in the setup/cleanup.

Scale Plans Building for the Novice: Part 6 
Jerry Bates, www.rcscalebuilder.com
Installing canopies, windshields, and windows
 This is an area that can bring your model to life if done 
well. We will only be discussing fixed canopies, windshields, 
and side windows for high-wing cabin aircraft. In most 
instances, you can install these items after the model has 
been painted.
 High-Wing Cabin Airplanes: The windshield and side 
windows are normally cut from a sheet of clear plastic and 
installed in place on the model. Some plans do not have a 
windshield pattern. In either case, you should first make a 
windshield pattern from cardboard. I like to use the 
cardboard from the back of a writing paper tablet. Leave 
about 1/4 inch of material at the top and sides to attach it 
to the airframe. You may need to crimp the top and side 
edges to get a good, tight fit. Trim the pattern until you 
have achieved a good fit and then trace the outline on the 
plastic with a fine-line, felt-tip pen and cut the plastic 
windshield to match.
 You should use an adhesive specially formulated for 
gluing clear plastics to your model. These adhesives dry 
clear, will fill voids, and are flexible when dry. The two most 
popular are J&Z R/C-56 Super Z Glue and Pacer Canopy 
Glue. Both are available from Tower Hobbies.
 Apply a bead of the glue to the top and side edges of the 
plastic windshield to hold it in place. I like to put shortened 
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straight pins along the side and top edges through the 
plastic into the airframe at roughly 1/2 inch from center to 
stake the windshield in place.
 Apply a bead of canopy glue to the junction of the 
windshield and the fuselage. You can trim the attachment 
areas by using a trim tape that matches the color of the 
model.
 The side windows can be installed on the outside of the 
model or from the inside if the plans designer has made 
provisions to do so.
 Vacuum-Formed Canopies: Vacuum-formed canopies 
normally require trimming to fit the model. Carefully trim 
the perimeter of the canopy a little at a time until it sets 
firmly all  around the model. Use the Pacer Canopy Glue for 
the installation.
 The canopy framework must be applied to the canopy. 
Some canopies have raised framework and some have no 
framework. You can apply the framework with different 
width trim tapes that match the color of  the model. 
 You also can mask off the canopy and paint the 
framework on. Carefully lay out the canopy framework with 
trim tape. Mask the remainder of the canopy. Remove the 
trim tape. Make sure the masking tape is firmly pressed in 
place. 
 The best masking tape to use is the blue, low-tack stuff 
sold in automotive paint supply stores. Do not use drafting 
tape and inexpensive hardware/drug store masking tapes 
because you may not be able to get it off without damaging 
the canopy. You will need to mask the remainder of your 
model before spraying the canopy framework. 
 Clean the areas to be painted with a rag dampened with 
denatured alcohol. After the areas are dry, spray several light 
coats of  paint on the canopy framing.
 Fixing Scratched Canopies: Have no fear if you have 
scratched your canopy or would like to use an old one that 
has lost its luster. If it is a small scratch you can attempt to 
polish it out using toothpaste and a wet cloth. Most of us 
are not that lucky, though.
 Here is a tip for the more severe cases: Sand out the deep 
scratches with 120-grit wet and dry paper. Do all  sanding 
wet. Wet the paper in a container of water every so often 
while you are using it. Next, sand the entire outside surface 
of the canopy with 320-grit wet and dry paper. Follow this 
with 400-grit and 600-grit paper.
 Wash the canopy in warm, soapy water and rinse to 
remove all soap.
 Next, clear-coat the canopy. Make sure you are in a dust-
free environment. Use a high-gloss clear, non-yellowing, 
two-part epoxy, or two-part urethane paint. Thin it and 
spray it. Start with a light tack coat and allow 10 to 15 
minutes to start setting up, then apply one wet coat.
 You will be amazed with the results.
Painting
 There are many types of paints and primers available. I 

will discuss some of the major ones used for our models. 
Use all the paint products provided by the manufacturer. 
The company can furnish compatible base coats, finish 
coats, and thinners. Do not attempt to mix and match 
products from various manufacturers unless you have 
previously succeeded.
 In general, all  finish painting should be accomplished by 
spraying the paint. One exception is dope finish. Unless you 
are experienced in the spray application of dope, use a 
brush. There are various ways to spray paint—from the use 
of aerosol paint cans, to small compressors with storage 
tanks and a spray gun.
 Painting with aerosol cans may be the method you 
choose if you don’t have a compressor, and do not want, to 
buy one. It will take more spray cans to complete the job 
than you think. Spray several light coats on the model, 
allowing it to dry between coats. The last application of 
paint should be a light coat, followed by a wet coat to bring 
out the gloss. 
 When choosing between an airbrush and compressor, 
and a larger compressor and spray gun, I recommend the 
latter. Two reasons for this are the economic impact, and 
the large range of use for the compressor and gun 
combination. A good air brush/compressor setup will often 
cost more than a compressor and spray gun. The airbrush 
has limited use when it comes to painting large areas such 
as wings, etc.
 I suggest a tank-mounted compressor with at least a 2-hp 
motor and a minimum of a 6-gallon air storage vessel. 
Look for an air delivery rate exceeding 3 cubic feet a minute 
at 40 pounds per square foot gauge pressure. Discount 
stores such as Harbor Freight Tools have similar 
compressors for less than $10. You can also find a cup gun 
and hose there for less than $20.
 Primers: The primers are used to give the model a 
smooth surface and prepare it for finish painting. I prefer to 
use automotive acrylic lacquer primer because it has 
excellent fill and coverage and sands easily. Many of the 
hobby paint manufacturers also have a line of primers 
specifically for finish paints.
 If you have chosen a light finish for your model, I 
suggest applying a basecoat of light-colored primer to 
provide a surface that will  be give the finish coat an even 
overall color.
 Finish Paints: When selecting finish paint for your 
model, I suggest you use paint from one of the companies 
that supplies products specifically for our hobby. These 
paints have finer pigments than commercially available 
paints. They offer better coverage and lower weight. Do not 
use hardware store paints.

Water-Based Paint: Until recently, the trend has been to 
use water-based latex house paint for models. Now, there 
are several water-based hobby paints available. One of 
the preferred manufacturers for military aircraft colors is 
WarbirdColors. This paint is a two-part, water reducible, 
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If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. polyurethane. The paints are supplied to the correct 
color matches for military aircraft of nine nations. They 
are thinned with water, and water is used for cleanup.
 Nelson Hobby paint from Nelson Hobby Direct is a 
supplier of similar paint. It is available in a wide range of 
colors for both civil and military aircraft.
Traditional Polyurethanes: Chevron Perfect Paint has 
a great line of polyurethane paints. There is a wide color 
range available for both civil and military aircraft.
Epoxies: K&B Manufacturing Ultrapoxy paint system 
and Klass Kote paints make a full  line of epoxy paints 
and primers. These are two-part, air-dyed epoxy paints 
available in a standard range of colors and can be mixed 
to provide colors for military models.
Enamel: Sig Manufacturing Plastinamel is specially 
formulated enamel that will provide a light, high gloss 
finish. It comes in eight colors and can be mixed to 
produce shades as required.
Dope: Sig Manufacturing has a large line of nitrate and 
butyrate dope products designed for the modeler. The 
preferred “Sig System” is to use the manufacturer’s 
dopes and Sig Koverall fabric.
 Randolph Aircraft Products is the largest and oldest 
supplier of dopes for full-scale aircraft. Randolph dope 
products are ideal for modeling use. The preferred 

system is the use of Randolph dope products and 
Ceconite Light (uncertified) fabric covering. Ceconite 
fabric and Randolph dope are available from Aircraft 
Spruce and Specialty. Visit the company’s website, 
www.aircraftspruce.com, to order a free catalog.
Automotive Urethane Paint: An automobile paint 
store can mix your finish colors to match the Federal 
Standard (FS) numbers of the colors used on the full-
scale airplane.
 Basecoat/clearcoat urethane paint with a flat, clear top 
coat is a popular option and is fuel-proof. Don’t be 
alarmed if after applying the basecoat, it looks blotchy 
and the wrong shade. The appearance will improve when 
the clearcoat is applied. Various types of clear topcoat 
are available—from a high gloss “wet look,” to dead flat. 
Be sure to tell the paint store what look you want to 
achieve.
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